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From the standpoint of Japan, inbound tourists are foreign visitors traveling to Japan. Inbound tourism
is one of the fastest growing industries in Japan. With a record high 31.9 million tourists visiting
Japan in 2019, the nation seemed set to achieve its stated goal of attaining 40 million visitors a year
by 2020. However, because of the global outbreak of COVID-19, this momentum was disrupted.
Inbound tourism has great potential to grow into a major industry of Japan. For some municipalities,
it could even become a catalyst for the revival of their local economy. If not managed properly,
however, excessive inflow of tourists can ruin the charm and atmosphere of the tourist destination,
and ultimately turn the tourists away.
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